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Birchwood Summer Program 
I hope that this email finds all of you healthy and well. We sincerely appreciate all of the 

hard work that you have put in to supporting your children through the distance learning. 
We know that it has not been easy. We are also aware of the limitation of distance learning 
and how it has impacted all of us. There is no way, through distance learning, to replicate 
the face to face interaction and collaborative approach we provide to our students when 
we are in school.  However, we will continue to work with you and your children to provide 
as much support as we can given the current circumstances. If there is something in 
particular you have identified as a need for your child or your family, please reach out to 
anyone on the staff and we will do the best we can to help.  

Last Friday we held our Graduation Ceremony for the Class of 2020. On June 30th, we 
shared a link to our Virtual Graduation, which celebrates the accomplishments of the entire 
Birchwood community. If you have not gotten a chance to view the virtual ceremony, you 
can use the link below to access this event. ccsd-birchwood.stageclip.com 

This year, summer school will run from Wednesday July 1st through Tuesday, August 
11th.  Our summer program will be delivered through distance learning following the 
model that we had in place during the spring.  Individual and/or class summer school 
schedules should have been shared with all students and their families by this time.  
Elementary teachers have developed their individual schedules and will be using Seesaw to 
deliver instruction to their students. We have included art classes and P.E. classes for the 
elementary students this summer as well. I am sure that the students will enjoy these 
opportunities. 

The middle school schedule will offer specific classes either Monday and Wednesday or 
Tuesday and Thursday. Fridays will be flex days reserved for make-up work, synchronous 
meetings with teachers during daily virtual office hours, project-based learning, exercise, 
enrichment and related services. 

The high school students should have all received their schedules. They are taking a 
combination of courses for credit recovery and elective courses. Those classes will meet 
either Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday. Fridays will be flex days for the 
high school students as well. Attendance is required for all credit bearing classes. 
Birchwood will be undergoing significant construction again this summer which will 
prevent anyone from being in the building from the end of June until the middle of August. 
Therefore, if you need to communicate with anyone on the staff, email is the most efficient 
means.  

We strongly believe that our summer program is essential in helping our students 
maintain the gains that they have made over the course of the school year and to prevent 
regression of academic, social and emotional gains. This summer we will have all of the 
members of our clinical team working, as we are aware of the increased stress on all of our 
students and their families. We are in this together and we will pull through these difficult 
times by working with each other and supporting each other along the way.  
 

 

      

ROCKLAND COUNTY'S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH RESPONSE TEAM: 
The Behavioral Health Response Team is a highly-trained crisis management unit that assists local 

residents, first responders and behavioral health agencies in providing on-scene evaluation, 

treatment and crisis intervention in the community. Anyone can make a referral to The Behavioral 

Response Team. They can be reached at (845) 517-0400.  If you would like more information 

about this service, you can speak with your child’s therapist.  

 
Dear Clarkstown Community: Given the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Clarkstown Central School District will continue 
to provide meals by pickup and delivery to families in need this summer.   Beginning Thursday, June 18 meals will be available for 
pickup at Felix Festa Middle School from the hours of 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM on Monday and Thursday. The new pickup location 
will be on the student drop off / pick up road in front of the cafeteria. The drop off/ pickup road is the first right turn b y the 
main entrance to Felix Festa.   

 

Trending Topics: Resilience in 

Children-As we continue to navigate 

our current situation regarding Covid-

19, concern and worry are par for the 

course. Our children long for school 

and family gatherings in the way we 

were accustomed to just several 

months ago. The good news is that 

children are resilient. While we cannot 

make this pandemic go away, our 

reaction as parents can help foster 

their resiliency and also support their 

mental health. We can empathize with 

our children and give them space to 

talk about their feelings understanding 

that it's normal for them to not always 

be their usual selves during these 

challenging times. As a family, we can 

practice mindfulness, laughter and joy. 

Families deserve and require comfort, 

humor and fun. Take the time to play 

board games, show off some card 

tricks, or watch fun family videos. Pop 

some popcorn and enjoy a movie that 

will help everyone laugh and enjoy 

time spent inside. If you’re feeling 

adventurous, create an outdoor 

scavenger hunt for your children! 

Riddles and jokes are great ways to 

laugh and learn! Don’t stop there... 

FaceTime others to share jokes, as we 

can all benefit from a smile and a 

laugh! 
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